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Central question of our time
·How do systems of racial oppression produce and 

reproduce themselves over time?

·Claim: This process involves dynamic interaction 
ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ Ȱbeliefsȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȱ 

·This transformation has moved from 

·slavery to 

·Jim Crow segregation to 

·ÔÈÅ ȰÓÐÁÔÉÁÌ ÒÁÃÉÓÍȱ ÔÈÁÔ defines Flint and Genesee 
County today



Overview: Spatial Racism in Flint 
and Genesee County
·ΫγάΪȭÓ-ΫγίΪȭÓ

·Racial containment in Floral Park and St. John Street

·Near-complete segregation of race, wealth and opportunity

·ΫγΰΪȭÓ-ΫγαΪȭÓ

·Containment breached at the edges

·2ÁÃÉÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÐÁÎÉÃ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÌÏÃËÂÕÓÔÉÎÇȱ

·Escalating white flight

·ΫγβΪȭÓ-present

·Reproduction of spatial racism at the county level

·All of Flint is now Floral Park and St. John Street



Implications for Flint Water Crisis
·Spatial-3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÁÌ 2ÁÃÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÔ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ &ÌÉÎÔȭÓ 

municipal distress mediated by

·Collapse of property market and property tax revenue

·Regional division, deindustrialization and the collapse 
of income tax revenue

·Emergency Management was a fatally misguided 
response to spatial-structural racism

·Emergency Management and fiscal austerity created 
the preconditions for the Flint Water Crisis
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Co-Evolution: Beliefs & Institutions

Beliefs

ɆReligion

ɆMyths

ɆIdeology

ɆWorldviews

Institutions

ɆRules

ɆNorms

ɆLaws

ɆPolicies



IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǊŀŎƛǎƳέ

Slavery

Jim Crow

Spatial 
Racism



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ά.ŜƭƛŜŦ {ȅǎǘŜƳέΚ
·Belief Systems: Provide (1) order and (2) meaning

·Functions of Belief Systems

·Existential (explain the mystery of life to itself )

·Cosmological(explain how the world works)

·Sociological(provide rules of social conduct)

·Psychological(guide individuals through life cycle)

(Joseph Campbell)

·Belief systems are ȰÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌȱ manifestations of 
Institutional Matrix



·Two common frames (myths?)
·Time is linear

·Race is marginal

·What are implications for thought and action?
·Past injustices can be ignored

·Problems of racial justice are not important and will take care 
of themselves

·How does though and action change when 
·Time is cyclical?

·Race is central?

·Social reproduction of systems of oppression

Belief Systems shape action



·Existential (defines meaning through racial exclusion)

·Cosmology(necessitates a false science)

·Sociological(repressive social orders of domination 
and hierarchy ɀslavery and Jim Crow segregation)

·Psychological(what does it do to a person to be raised 
in this environment ? Implications for oppressed and 
oppressor?)

The myth of white supremacy



·#ÌÁÉÍȡ 4ÈÅ ÍÙÔÈ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÁÃÙȱ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
divided into two parts

·External: The myth of colorblindness

·)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÌȡ  4ÈÅ ÄÅÎÉÁÌ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÈÉÔÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅȱ

·These beliefs underlie Emergency Management

·Time is linear & race is marginal

Where is white supremacy today?



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ άLƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŀǘǊƛȄέΚ
·Formal and informal rules, norms, laws and 

regulations that control social behavior

·Rules of the game

·Players of the game

·Interaction between the Players and the Rules

·Institutional Matrix is the ȰÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌȱ manifestation of 
Belief Systems



Institutional Matrix  facilitating 
spatial racism in Flint
·2ÁÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔÓ ɉΫγάΪȭÓ-ΫΪήΪȭÓɊ

·Federal Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) and 
Federal Housing Authority (FHA) racialized lending 
practices  (redlining, denial of loans to African 
Americans and African American neighborhoods) 
ɉΫγέΪȭÓ-ΫγΰΪȭÓɊ

·Racism in Flint Realty Board (racial steering and other 
practices)

·Physical violence from white homeowners

·Police harassment outside St. John and Floral Park
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Spatial Racism: Floral Park and St. 
John Street neighborhoods 
·Floral Park
·Original home of free persons of color and former slaves 

·Located south of downtown

·St. John Street
·Near-north side

·Surrounded on three sides by the Buick factories, the 
Flint River and a maze of rail lines 

·Largest concentration of poverty and highest proportion 
of African Americans

·Ȱ3Ô. John is virtually an island in a city . . . there are few 
ways to get in and ÏÕÔȱ ɉ(ÉÇÈÓÍÉÔÈ ίή-55)



St. Johns Street


